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BE~ Congress bhas got throngh with the appropria-
tion bills somehow, and is no more. Peace to itsashes.
The Tarifl, of course, has not heen touched. The Tariff
of 1846 was far preferable to that of 1857, which was
protective by means of its discriminative free list.

Well, the war has begun. It began at the first—at
the very first. Next year there will be another Presi-
dential election. Even if we had forgotten the dates, we
could not be blind to the signs of the times. Congress
shows that next year'a President is to be elected. The
party papers show it. The stump speakers arc radiant
with the hope of spoils and glory. Chapman is prepar-
ing to crow, but for which side makes no manner of dif
ference. Politicians of the Chapman stripe crow for the
winning side, if they can hit upon it.

It is the misfortune of some powerful and able politi-
cians in this codntry to be too impatient to wait for the
wagon. They are ambitious to take aride, and they are
surrounded by others who feel themselves born also to
take rides, if not immediately on the front seat, yet cer-
tainly, and without delay, on some prominent seat. A
good many of these people tried to crawl or jump up
behind Mr. Buchanan, but failed and got angry. They
now ahuse Mr. Buchanan’s Administration with a vir-
ulence even greater than that displayed by the Free
Soilers and Know Nothings.

Mr. Douglas is the object of their “fatal friendship,”
now, as he was of the caresses of George Saunders in
1852. George and the Democratic Review, galvanized
for the occasion, abused every public man of the party
as an old fogy, save and except Stephen A. Douglas; the
particular and special object of George’s “ vigorous
vulgarity, being the venerable and distinguished Senator
from Michigan, General Cass.

That affair, and the sanction that he claimed to have
from Mr. Douglas rendered that gentleman an “impos-
gible” at the Baltimore Convention of 1852,—
had not a little to do with his postponement in
1856, and if present courses are persevered in by
Mr. D. and such supporters as Forney, Pryor and
Heiss, and other Hotspurs and aspirants, must end in
placing him completely and finally out of the line of
promotion, great as his talents are, and great as his ser-
vices have been. It is true that these movements, con-
ceived in the “rule or ruin’ spirit, may successfully
achieve one of the alternatives, and, for the time, at least,
result in the defeat of the Democratic party; but the
man who has marked the strength with which that par-
ty arises from defeat {o crush down opposition, will have

“no hesitation in pronouncing the fate of the traitors by
whom it had been betrayed.

The Fallure of the last Congress,

Of course the recently defunct Congress of the United
States was a failare. A deliberate, intentional failure.
The tactics of the whole opposition as well as of certain
nominal Democrats were all brought into play in order
that it might be a failure, and they succeeded. A Con-
gress that spends months in wrangling, and fails to pro-
vide means for carrying on the Government is a failure.

How has this failure arisen? The Congress when it
met was supposed to contain a majority of Democrats.
Experience has proved the falsity of this supposition.—
We really cannot recognize that sort of Democracy that
is always sound on cvery question thal is wof up, and

always unsound on every question that /s, These tarifl
Democrats of PPenusyluania remind us of the Fejee
Christians, good holy, pious and exemplary church mem-
bers, with a little human weakness in favor of slaying
and cating their fellow-men.  So with the public land
erabbers, of other States or scetions; we, being old
1."0gy in our political notions don’t sce how these good
people can be Democrats, any more than Mormous can
be good Christians.

Now there isno doubt in the world that the opposi-
tionists of all shades of opinion were determined, for
some time past to create a necessity for an extra session
of Congress; some for political capital, some in order to
force the enactment of a protective tariff—all with a
feeling of hostility towards the existing Democratic Ad-
ministration.

We said sometime sinec that this Congress talked re-
trenchment and acted extravagance, or attempted to act
it, with homestead bills, pension bills, agricultural college
bills, and other means to squander the public domain
and deplete the public treasury. 'These bills all passed
the House of Representatives by the votes of the oppo-
sition assisted by some Fejee Democrats.  But one got
through the Senate, and that, the College bill, was
promptly returned by the President, accompanied by a
message setting forth his objections, so unanswerably as
to commaud the assent even of political opponents.

The last failure, that in regard to the appropriation
bills, cspecially the post-office appropriation bill, was
brought about by the manceuvres of Mr. Grow, Black
Republican, ef Pennsylvania, backed by the whole Black
Republican and American party, including Messrs. Gil-
mer and Vance, of this State, and, we regret to say, by
certain people, to the number of twenty, who were once
classed &8 Democrats, but are g0 no more.

Among other amendments which the Sepate made to
the post-officc appropriation bill, was one increasing the
rates of postage.

When this bill, so ¢mended came back to the House,
that body on” motion of Mr. Grow, returned it to the
Senate without taking it up at all, on the ground that
section thirteen of the Senate’s amendments, that increas-
ing postage, is in the nature of a Revenue bill.

It was contended very justly, that the Senate was a
co-ordinate branch of the government,and free to decide
for itself upon the coustitutionality of its own acts, for
which it could not be held to account by the House. The
latter body, if disagreeing with the Scnate’s amend-
ment, either on constitutional or other grounds, might
reject it, but its course in refusing to take up the bill at
all was high-handed in the extreme, it was a blow aimed
at State sovereignty, as represented by the Senate.

Well, we suppose there will be an extra session. It
cannot be avoided. The Post-Office Department is al-
ready in arrears, and cannot get on. Other things, too,
have been left in a bad fix, but those might be managed
with in some way, but not the Post-Office Department.

The telegraphic announcement that the Tariff had
been increased was a mistake.

The Southern Democrats have, generally, stood up
like men against every revolutionary encroachment.—
They have given the Administration a cordial support
on Democratic grounds. They have not supported it
blindly. That portion of the President’s message which
exhibits, or appears to exhibit, an undue yielding to the
pressure of Pennsylvania Protectionists, met no favora-
ble response from Mr. Buchanan's strongest Southern
supporters. It may be that the Democratic party is in
danger of being forced into a temporary minority, but
this is much preferable to yiclding principle to obtain
temporary suceess. True Democrats arc responsible for

none of the failures of the last Congress—they must not
be charged with the sins of open enemies or disguised
traitors.

p&~The Fayetteville Carolanian of this date contains

a short article from Mr. Martin, announcing the fact of

his own retirement from that paper, and of the
occupancy of his place by P. J. Sinclair, Esq,
to whom Mr. Martin’s interest in the establish-
ment has been made over, and by whom, in connection
with Mr. Pearce, the Carolinian will, in future, be con-
docted under the firm of Sinclair & Pearce. The in-

troductory of the new partnership gives promise of the
future ability and usefulpess of the paper. We trust
that the editors’ hope of obtaining a liberal supportfmay

be fully realized. This they bave a right to expect.
Daily Journal§oih inst.

Tar Pnor Laws.—Many enquiries having been
made in peference to the provisions of the act passad by
the last Legislature for the further regulation of pilotage
in the Cape Fear River, we have thought it best to pub-
lish the act in full, from the certified copy in the office of
the Board of Commissioners of Navigation.

B&5~We do not wish to become involved in any of
the feuds arising out of the discussion upon the managc-
ment of the North Carolina Railroad by President Fish-
er. We certainly shall not take sides about this or that
thing without knowing something of it ourselves.

It is evident that the whole thing amounts to an at-
tack on Chas. F. Fisher, that it springs from, and is
engineered by a clique at Greenshoro,’ that it is pushed
forward for political effect, and to make party ¢. yital.—
We speak this in view of the animus displayed, and
from an inspection of the ear-marks. No one can have
watched the course of things without seeing this. No
one can now watch the course of certain opposition or-
gans at the West, or what used to be West, without
sceing the object of all this.

Now, Mr. Fisher may or may not have managed his
Road well—he certainly has not managed it perfectly,
for perfection does not belong to man ; but surely, no
candid man, seeking information in regard to the man-
agement of the Road, would go to a report so doctored
up and expect to get it. Such or such a thing may be
true as charged, but the report of the Committee can
only be regarded as a charge, or series of charges, and
not atall as proof. Little as our knowledge is, we
know cases where matters are paraded and charged to
the account of Mr. Fisher’s administration which really
belonged to the previous administration of Gov. More-
head.

This whole thing appears to be particularly paraded
by the especial friends of the Danville Connection, at
least those of the opposite party in politics.

pen. The Raleigh Standard thinks that Viee Presi-
dent Breckinridge, or Aaron V. Brown, of Tennessee,
or Andrew Johnsen, of the same State, or Davis, ol
Mississippi, or Hunter, of Virginia, would make a bet-
ter run for the Presidency than Senator Hammond, of
South Carolina.

Perhaps they would, and we would have no sort of
objections to the Kentuckian, the Mississippian, or the
Virginian. Our Tennessee friend, Andrew Johunson, is,
not to put too fine a point upon it, too fond of home-
stead bills, and all manner of ad captandum affairs to
please us. Ie is, so to speak, slightly a demagogue.—
Besides, Tennessee has had her chance.

The Star dard says that the working men of America
ought to have a voice in the election of a President.—
Don’t they have? Who are the people in the United
States who are not working people? We ‘rust the day
is far distant when there wiil be any separation of castes
or classes.

&5~ Our good people of Wilmington, N. €., ought
to be much obliged to trampoosing showmen for their
good opinion of this “ hole,” « one-horse town,” etc., as
paraded in their correspondence to the Boston Ledger
a paper of which we never before heard, although we
exchange with nearly all the respectable papers in Bos-
ton.

A person, purporting to write from this place, under
date of the 18th Feb, 1855, swears at Wilmington
through all the moods and tenses of bad  grammar, bad
manners and false statements, and his abuse is copied
with much gusto into a little sheet published at Colum-
bia, 8. C., in which it figures as the leading editorial,
and forms ubout one-fourth of the whole reading matter
of the delectabl: sheet aforesaid.

There is @ class ol traveling humbugs who march with
the most unblushing assumption into Editors’ offices with
cut and driecd pufis of themselves and their tawdry |
shows, and cxpeet them to be inserted gratis, as edi-
torials. These people don't like our peculiar ways,
which prevent the insertion of their lying puffs at any
price as editorialz. They are perfectly capable of doing
their own lying, throngh our advertising columns, if
they choose to pay for the space. These people find
little encouragement in Wilmington, and no counten-
ance from us.

This person says that the morning papers arc issued
at 1 o'clock, p. m. This is not true. The daily papers
in Wilmington are dated in the evening, and are so
issued at 1 o'clock, p. m. The person must have been
drunk or licd on purpose.

The same veracious person puts Weldon 80 miles from
Petersburg—a feat in geography. It used to be 64
miles. He found plenty of pine timber which is not
found on the Petersburg and Weldon Road.

The strangest thing is, that the person remained
nearly a weck in Wilmingten. He might have gone
straight on. Why didn't he? He appears to have
bad no use for the place, and evidently the place had no
use for /am. Glad to find be is thoroughly disgusted.—
Hope such persons will stay disgusted.

From the Daily Journal of the ith inst.
Destructive Fire nt Magnolla.

We regret to learn that last night, about eleven o'-
clock, a fire broke ont at the watering station of the
Wilmington and Weldon R. R. Co., at Magnolia, on
the western side of the road. This soon crossed over,
and the warchouse of the Company, on the opposite side
of the road, caught, and, with its contents, was wholly
destroyed. The fire, continuing to spread, extended to
the store and warchouse of Messrs. Merriman & New-
berry, near adjoining, which was burned. Also, a house
belonging to Mr. Monk, and a small tenement of which
we do not know the owner; also the office and resi-
dence of Dr. Faison. Some other small buildings were
also burned.

We are vnable to state the exact amount of loss, since
that must depend upon contingencies.

It is about the time when the merchants in Kenansville
are getting on the spring stocks, and if some known to
be on the way had got that far, the amount of goods de-
stroyed in the R. Road warchouse must have been very
heavy. Otherwise the loss to the Company will be
comparatively inconsiderable. 'We understand that the
loss to Messrs. Merriman & Newberry is estimated at
over twenty thousand dollars, of which six thousand five
hundred are covered by insurance.

The loss to Mr. Monk and Dr. Faison we cannot even
approximate, but it muast be pretty large.

These are all the particulars we have been able to ob-
tain. It is a severe blow to the riging village of Mag-
nolia, or Strickland's, as it used to be called, but will
not, we trust, permanently affcct its proeperity, or that
of the enterprising citizens who have been heavy losers.

Bes> We regret to learn that Hon. A. V. Brown, the
distinguished head of the Post Office Department, was
at the latest accounts very dangerously ill and hardly
expected to recover. Mr. Brown is essentilly a strong
man, and his death would be a national loss.

The Post Office Department has already sustained
a severe loss in the death of Mr. Marron, one of
the Assistant Postmasters General, for very many
years at the head of the financial business
of the Department, where his services were regarded
as almost indispensable. Mr. Marron had occupied the
same position under successive Administrations, and un-
der changing political dynasties. He had politics of his
own, no doubt, but they were not obtruded into his re-
lations with those having business with the Department,
or with his branch of it, and we believe he was general-
ly—we might say universally—iiked by all who came in
contact with him.

B&y The weather all out of doors is glorious, superb,
magnifique, foine, an institution not to be ignored, des-
pised or neglected. Nevertheless a fire is a good thing,
and we like to have a fire—early in the morning.

Mz. Ssirs O'Brren.—This gentleman, once a leader
of the Young Ireland party, a figurer in an attempt at
revolution, which, under the circumstances, could not

pardoned-and enabled to return home, through the
clemency of the British government, is now on a sort of
starring tour through some portions of the United States.

We have no Auglomania. We look upon the gov-
ernment of England as the most selfish and grasping ol-
igarchy since that of Venice, and its bypocritical pre-
tensions are the worst [eatures in a character which, to
say the least is not good. But then, if Mr. O’Brien and
his compeers were sincere they showed themselves devoid
of the judgment or prescience required for the simplest
affairs, and it was prosumption in them to arrogate to
themsclyes to lead a people or control their destinies.—
If they were not sincere, then no condemnation could
be severe enough for them.

We can join in no efforts to exalt Mr. O'Brien. He
is not the man who ever could have benefitted, or ever
can benefit Ireland. W hat is wanted is clear, cool judg-
ment, and good common sense. Of mere unreasoning
impulse, there is always un over-stock on bhand; there
always is a little too much. We have no sort of respect
for patricts who virtually say to their followers : There
is a great stone wall which stands between you and lib-
erty ; butt that wall down with your heads. The Smith
O’Brien purty in Ireland were about as well prepared
to make a revolution as they werc to butt a six foot
wall down with their craniums. Walls can be sapped
—can be thrown down by the proper appliances, but
not without them.

B&5=During the storm last night, we learn that the
schr. West Dennis drified against Hilton Bridge, and
broke a small portion ol it down ; vessel received no
damage. The Bridge has been in an unsafe condition
for some time past. lhe steamer Spray also broke
from her fastening on the other side of the river, and
was blown acress ; damage slight.

PRESIDENT'S VETO MESSAGE.
To the House of Representatives of the United States:

I return, with my objections, to the House of Repre-
sentatives, in which it originated, the bill entitled * An
act donating public lands to the several States and Ter-
ritories which may provide colleges for the benefit of ag-
riculture and the mechanic arts,” prescnted to me on the
18th inst.

The bill makes a donation to the several States of
twenty thousand acres of the public lands for each sena-
tor and representative of the present Congress ; and also
an additional donation of twenty thousand acres for each
additional representative to which any State may be en-
titled under the census of 1860.

According to a report from the Ioterior Department
based upon the present number of Sepators and repre-
sentatives, the lands given to the States amounts to six
millions and sixty thousand acres, and their value, at
the minimum goverament price of one dollar and twen-
ty-five cents per acre, to seven million five hundred and
seventy-five thousand dollars.

The object of this gift, as stated by the bill, is, * the
endowment, support, and maintenance of at least one
college [in each State] where the leading object shall be
without excluding other seientific or classical studies, to
teach such branches of learning as are related to agri-
culturc and the mechanic arts, as the legislature of the
State may respeetively prescribe, in order to promote
the liberal and practical education of the industrial
classes in the several pursuits and professions in life.”

As there does not appear from the bill to be any ben-
eficiarics in cxistence 10 which this endowment can be

years at least, not less than one college, or the grant to
said State shall ceuse.™  In that event the * said State
shall be bound to pay the United States the amount re-
ceived of any lands previously sold, and that the title to
purchasers under the State shall be valid.”

T'ne grant in land itself is confined te such States as
bave publie lands within their limits worth one dollar and
twenty-five cents per ucre, in the opinion of the gover-
nor. For the remaining States the Sceretary of the Lu-
terior is directed to issue * land serip to the amount of
their distributive shares in acres under the provisions of
this act ; said seript to be sold by said States, and the
procecds thereof applied to the uses and purposes what-
soever.” 'The lands are granted and the serip is to be
issued “ in sections or subdivisions of sections not less
than one quarter of a section.”

According to an estimate [rora the Interior Depart-
ment, the number of acres which will probably be ac-
cepted by States having public lands within their own
limits will not exceed five hundred and eighty thousand

million four hLundred and eighty thousand acres to be
provided for by scrip.

Thesz grants of Jand and land scrip to each of the
thirty-three States are made upon certain conditions,
the principal of which is, that if the fund shall be lost
or diministied on account of unfortunate investments, or
otherwise, the deficiency shall be replaced and made good
by the respective States. '

the expenses of the government.

lands, which, for the next fiscal year, has been estimated II

at five millins of dollars. |

The minimum price at which we dispose of onr lands is
oue dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. At the pres-
ent moment, however, the price has been reduced to those
who purchzse the bounty-laud warrants of the old sol-
diers to eighty-five cents per acre; of these warrants
there are still outstanding and unlocated, as appears by
a report (12th February, 1859) from the General Land
Office, the amount of cleven millions nine hundred and
ninety thousand three hundred and ninety ope acress.—
This has already reduccd the current sales by the govern-
ment, and diminished the revenue from this sources. 1f,
in addition, thirty-three States shall enter the market
with their land scrip, the price must be greatly reduced
below cven eighty-five cents per acre, as much to the
prejudice of the old soldiers wlio have not already part-
ed with their land warrants us to government. It is
easy to perceive that with this glat of the market gov- |
ernment can sell little or no lands at one dollar and

twenty-five cents per acre, when the price of bounty-

land warrants and serip shall be reduced to half this sum.

T'his source of revenue will be almost entirely dried up.

Under the bill the States may sell their land serip at
any price it may bring. There is no limitation what-
ever In this respect. Indeed, they must sell for what the
scrip will bring, for withont tLis fund they cannot pro-
ceed 1o establish their colleges within the five years to
which they are limited. It is manifest, therefore, that
to the extent to which this bill prevents the zale of the
public lands at one dollar and twenty-five cen's per acre
to that amount it will have precisely the same effect up-
on the treasury as if we should impose a tax or create a
loan to enddw these State colleges.

Surely the present is the most unpropitious moment
wlllllich could have bren selected for the passage of this
bill.

2. Waiving for the present the question ol constitu-
tional power, what eflect will this bill have on the rela-
tions established between the federal and State govern-
ments? The constitution is a grant to Congress of a
few eoumerated but most importaut powers relating
chiefly to war, peace, forcign and domestic commerce,
negotiation, ard other subjects which can be best or
alone exercised beneficially by the common government.
All other powers are reserved to the States and to the
people. ¥or the efficient and harmonious working of
both it is necessary that their several spheres of action
shouid be kept distinct irom each other. This alone can
prevent conflict and mutual injury. Should the time
ever arrive when the State governments shall look to the
federal treasury for the means of supporting themsclves
and aintaining their systems of education and internal
policy, the character of both governments will be great-
ly deteriorated. The representatives of the States and
of the people, feeling a more immediate interest in ob-
taining mouney to lighten the burdens of their constita-
ents than for the promotion of the more distant objeets
instrusted to the federal government, will natarally io-
cline to obtain means from the federal government for
State purposes. If a question shall arise between an
:gpropmtmnof land or money to carry into effect the

jects of the federal government and those of the States,

acres, and it may be niuch less ; lcaving a balance of five |

suceeed, and for which he, with others, was sent to one?
of the penal colonies of Great Britain, whence he was |

| intervention of the State Legislatures,

ﬁn always be obtained as le?i.; fathersthe otl)hlnedr' landtgem’w
vantageous terms, b in, public as se-
curity. In this view gf lt}he aub?ect, it would be wiser to
grant money to the States for domestic purposes than to
squander away the public lands, and transfer them in
large bodies into the hands of lators.

A successful struggle on the part of the State govern-
ments with the general government for the pablic lands
would deprive the latter ol the means of performing its
high duties, especially at critical and dangerous periods.
Besides, it would operate with equal detriment to the
best interests of the States. It would remove the most
wholesome of all restraints on legislative bodies—that of
being obliged to raise money by taxation from their con-
stituents—and woald lead to extravagunce, if not to cor-
ruption. What is obtained easily and without respon-
sibility will be lavishly expended.

3. This bill, should it hecome a law, will operate
greatly to the injury of the new States. The progress
of scttlements and the increase of an industrious popula-
tion owning an interest in the soil they cultivate are the
causes which will build them up into great and flourish-
ing Commonwealths. Nothing could be more prejudi-
cial to their interests than for wealthy individuals to ac-
quire large tracts of the public lands and hold them for
speculative purposes. The low price to which this land
serip would probably be reduced will tempt speculators
to buy itin large amounts and locate it on the best lands
belonging to the government. The eventual consequence
must be that the men who desire to cultivate the soil
will be compelled to purchase these very lands at rates
much higher than the price at which they could be ob-
tained from the government.

4. It isextremely doubtful, to say the least, whether
this bill would contribate to the advancement of agri-
culture and the mechanic arts—objects the dignity and
value of which cannot be too highly appreciated.

The federal government, which makes the donation,

has confessedly no constitutional power to follow it into
the States and enforce the application of the fund to the
intended objects. As donors, we chall possess no con-
trol over our own gift after it shall have passed from our
hands. It is true that the State legislatures are requir-
ed to stipulate that they will faithfully execute the trust
in the manner prescribed by the bill.  But should they
fail to do this, what would be the consequence? The
federal government has no power, and ought to have no
power to compel the execation of the trust. It would
be in as helpless a condition as if even in this, the time
of great need, we were to demand any portion of the
many millions of surplus revenue deposited with the
States lor safe keeping under the act of 1836.
5. This bill will ipjuriously interfere with existing
colleges in the different States, in many of which agri-
culture is taught as a science, and in all of which it
ought to be so tanght. These institutions of learning
have grown up with the growth of the country under
the fostering care of the States and the munificence of
individuals to meet the advancing demands for educa-
tion. They have proved great blessings to the people.
Many—indeed, most of them—are poor, and sustain
themselves with difficulty. What the effect will be on
these institutions of creating au indefinite number of
rival colleges, sustained by the endowmeunt of the federal
government, it is not difficult to determine.

Under this bill, 1t is provided that ecientific and clas-
sical studies g :all not be excluded from them. Indeed,
it would be almost impossible to sustain them without
such a provision ; for no father would incur the expense
of sending a son to one of these institutions for the sole
purpose of making him a scientific farmer or mechanic.
‘T'he bill itself negatives this idea, and declares that their
object is “ to promote the liberal and practical education
of the industrial classes in the several pursuits and pro-
fessions of life.”  ‘I'bis certainly ought to be the case.—
In this view of the subject, it would be far better, if

| such an appropriation of land must be made to institu-
applied, each State is required “ to provide, within five |

tions of learning in the several States, to apply it direct-
ly to the establishment of professorships of agriculture
und the mechanic arts in existing colleges without the
It would be dif-
ficult to foresee how these legislatures will manage this
fund. Kach representative in Congress, for whose dis»
trict the proportion of twenty thousand acres bas been
granted, will probably insist that the proceeds shall be
expended within its limits. TLerc will undoubtedly be
a struggle betw :en different locailties in each State con-
cerning the p* 1, which may end in disappointing the
hopes of the 1. e friends of agriculture. For this state
of things we ar- without remedy. Not so in regard to
State colleges. We might grant land to their corpora-
tions to establ.sh agricultural and mechanical professor-
ships ; and, should they fail to comply with the condi-
tions on which tley accepted the grant, we might en-
force specific performance of these before the ordinary
courts of justice.

6. But does Congress possess the power, under the
constitution, to make a donation of public lands to dil-
ferent States of the Union to provide colleges for the

. purpose of edueating their own people ?

I presume the general proposition is undeniable that
Congress does not possess the power to appropriate mon-
ey in the treasury raised by taxes on the people of the
United States for the purpose of educating the people of

the respective States. It will not be pretended that
any such power is to be found among the specific powers

| granted to Congress, nor that it “ is necessary and proper
1 shall now proceed to state my objections to the bill. | lor carrying into execution ™ any one of these powers.—
I deem it to be both inexpedient and unconstitutional. | Should Congress exercise such a power, this wonld be
L. This bill has been passed at a period when we can | to break down the barriers which have been so carefully
with great difficulty raisc sufficient revenue to sustain |constructed in the constitution to sepurate federal from
Should it become a |State authority. We should then not only “lay and
law, the treasury wiil be deprived of the whole, or near- | collect taxes, duties, imposts and excises " for federal
ly the whole, of our income from the sale of the public | purposes, but for every State purpose which Congress

might deem expedient or useful. 'This would be an ac-
tual consolidation of the federal and State governments,

A bare statement of the cage will make this evident, | S0 far as the great taxing and money power is concerned,

aud constitate a sort of partonership between the two in
the treasury of the United States equally ruinous to
both.

But it is contended that the public lands are placed
upon a different footing [rom money raised by taxation,
and that the proceeds arising from their sale are not sub-
ject to the limitations of the constitution, but may be
appropriated or given away by Congress, at its own dis-
cretion to States, corporations, or individuals, for any
purpose they may deem expedient.

‘I'he advocates of this bill attempt to sustain their
sition upon the language of the second clause of the third
section of the fourth article of the constitution, whizh
declares that “ the Congress shall have power to dispose
of, and make all needful rules and regulations respecting,
the territory or other property belonging to the United
States.” They contend that, by a fair interpretation of
the words “ digpose of "’ in this clause, Con

the power to make this gift of public lands to the States
for purposes ol cducation.

It would require clear and strong evidence to induce

the belief that the framers of the constitution, after bav-
ing limited the powers of Congress to certain, precise,
and specific objects, intended, by employing the words
“ dispose of,” to give that body unhmited power over
the vast public domain. It would be a strange anomaly
indeed, to have created two funds, the one by taxation
confined to the execution of the enumerated powers dele-
gated to Congress, and the other from the public lands,
applicable to all subjects, foreign and domestic, which
Congress might designate. That this fund should be
* disposed of,” not to pay the debts of the United States
por “ to raise and support armies,” nor “ to provide and
maintain & navy,” nor to accomplish any one of the
other great objects enumerated in the constitution; but
be diverted from them to pay the debts of the States, to
educate their people, and to carry into effect any other
measure of their domestic policy. This would be
to confer upon Congress a vast and irresponsible author-
ity, utterly, at war with the well-known jealousy of fede-
ral power which prevailed at the formation of the con-
stitution. The natural intendment would be that, as
the constitution confined Congress to well-defined specific
l)owers, the funds placed at their command, whether in
and or money, should be appropriate to the performance
of the duties corresponding with these powers. I not,
a government has been created with all its other powers
carefully limited, but without any limitation in respect
to the public lands.

Baut I cannot so read the words “dispose of” as to
make them embrace the idea of “giving away.” The

true meaning of words is always to be ascertained b

the subject to which they are applied, and the konown
general intent of the lawgiver. is a trustee
under the constitution for the of the United States
to  dispose of ™" their public and I thing I may

venture to assert with confidence, that no case can be found

in which a trustee in the position of Congress has been
authorized to “ du. of "' property by its owner, where
it has ever been held that these words authorized such

trustee to give away the fund entrusted to his care. No

their feelings will be enlisted in favor of the latter. 1'his | trustee, when called upon to account for the ition
is buman nature; and hence the necessity of keeping |of the ﬁ“w sfore any
the two governments entirely distinet. The preponder- | judicial tribunal, would venture to prese -eh-x
ance of this home feeling has been maniested by the |in his defence. The true meaning of these-wordsis clear-
passage of the present bill. The establishment of these | ly stated by Chief Justice Taney in delivering the opin-
colleges has prevailed over the pressing wents of the |ion of the court, (19 Howard, p. ! “says in re-
common treasury. No nation ever had such an inheri- | ference to this clasue of the i “ It begins its

— e Pefl omis

given away by Congress
portion of the same clause. By it, Congress has power

is manifest from the concluding

not only “ to dispose of ' the territory, but of the ** oth-
er of the United States.” In the language of
the Chief Justice, (p. 437:) “ And the same power of
makirg needful rules ting the territory is in pre-
cisely the same language applied to the other property
of the United States, associating the power over the ter-
ritory, in this respect, with the power over moveable or
personal property—that is, the ships, arms, or munitions
of war which then belonged in common to the State sov-
ereignties.”

The question is still clearer in regard to the public
lands in the States and Territories within the Louisiana
and Florida purchases. These lands were paid for out
of the Vblic treasury from money raised by taxation.—
Now, if Con had no power to appropriate the
money with which these lands were purchased, is it not
clear that the power over the lands is equally limited ?
The mere conversion of this money into land could ot
confer upon Congress new power over the disposition of
land which they had not possessed over monmey. If it
could, then a trustee, by changing the character of the
fund entrusted te his care for special objects from money
into land, might give the land away or devote it to any

he thought proper, however foreign from the
trust. The inference is irregistable that this land par-
takes of the very same character with the money paid
for it, and can be devoted to no objects different from
those to which the money could have been devoted. If
this were not the case, then, by the purchase of a new
territory from a foreign government out of the public
treasury, Congress could enlarge their own powers and
appropriate th: proceeds of the sales of the land thus
purchased, at their own discretion, to other and far dif-
ferent objects from what they could have applied the
purchase money which had been raised by taxation.

It has been asserted truly that Congress, in numerous
instances, have granted lands for purposes of education.
These grants have been chiefly, if not exclusively, made
to the new States, as they successively entered the Union,
and consisted at the first of one section, and afterwards
of two sections of the public lands in each township for
the use of schools, as well as of additional sections for a
State University. Such grants are not, in my opinion,
a violation of the constitution. The United States is a
great landed proprietor, and from the very nature of this
relation it is both right and the duty of Congress as their
trustee, to manage these lands gs any other prudent pro-
prietor would manage them for his own best advantage.
Now, no consideration could be presented of a stronger
character to induce the American people to brave the
difficulties and hardships of frontier life, and to settle up-
on these lands and purchase them at a fair price, than
to give to them and to their children an assurance of the
means of education. If any prudent individual had held
these lands he coald not have adopted a wiser course to
bring them into market and enbance their value than to
give a portion of them for purposes of education. Asa
mere speculation, he would pursue this conrse. No per-
son will contend that donations of lands to all the States
of the Union for the erection of colleges within the
limits of each can be embraced by this principle. It can-
not be pretended that an Agricultaral College in New
York or Virginia would aid the settlement or facilitate
the sale of public lauds in Minnesota or California.—
This cannot ibly be embraced within the authority
which a prudent proprietor of land w.uld exercise over
his own possessions. I purposely avoid any attempt to
define what portions of land may be granted, and for
what purposes, to improve the value and promote the
settlement and sale of the remainder, without violating
the constitution. In this case I adopt the rule that
“ sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

JAMES BUCHANAN.
Wasnivaron Ciry, February 24, 1859.

Called Executive Sesslon.
Saturpay, March 5, 1859.

The Sepate met at eleven o'clock.
The following list of committees was announced for
the present session, in accordance with the resolution
adopted yesterday :
On Foreign Relations.—Mr, Mason, chairman ; Messrs.
Douglas, Shidell, Polk, Crittenden, Seward, and Foot.
On Finance.—Mr. Hunter, chairman; Messrs. Pearce,
Gwin, Bright, Hammond, Fessenden, and Cameron.
On Commerce.—Mr. Clay, chairman; Messrs. Bigler,
Toombs, Hamlin. Chandler, Powell, and Saulshury.
On Military Affarrs and the Militia-Mr. Davis, chairman;
Messrs. Fitzpatrick, Johnson of Arkansas,jChestnut, Broder-
ick, Wilson, and King.
On Naval Affawrs—Mr. Mallory, chairman; Messrs.
Thomson, Slidell, Hammond, Hale, Attorney, and Nichol-
S0m.
On the Judiciary—Mr. Bayard, chairman ; Messrs. Pogh,
Benjamin, Green, Clingman, Collamer, and Trumbnull.
On Post Offices and Post Roads—Mr. Yulee, chairman;
Messrs. Bigler, Gwin, Rice, Ward, Hale, and Dixon.
On Publhe Lands—Mr. Johnson, of Arkansas, chairman ;
Messrs. Pugh, Johnson, of Tennessee, Chestnut, Foster,
Harlan, end Bingham.

On Private Land Claims—-Mr. Benjamin, chairman ;
Messrs. Polk, Durkee, Hemphill, and Bragg.

Ou Indian Affairs—Mr. Sebastian, chairman; Messrs.
Brown, Fitch, Rice, Doolittle, Bragg, and Hemphill.

On Pe:nswns-—)ir. Thomson, chairman: Messrs. Clay,
Foster. King, Anthony, Saulsbmiy, and Powell.

On Revolutionary Claims—Mr. Crittenden, chairman ;
Messrs. Durkee, Chandler, Bingham, and Nicholson.
On Clavms—Mr. Iverson, chairman; Messrs. Mallory,
Ward, Simmons, and Clark.
On the District of Columbia—Mr. Brown, chairman ;
Messrs. Mason, Johnson of Tennessee, Yulee, Kennedy
Hamlin, and Wilson. '
On Patents and the Palent Offi- e—Mr. Thomson, chair-
man ; Messrs. Toombs, Simmons, Trumbull, and Bragg.
On Public Buildings and Grounds—Mr. Bright, chair-
man ; Messrs. Davis, Douglas, Kennedy, and Clark.
On Territori- s—Mr. Green, chairman ; Messrs. Douglas,
Sebastian, Fitzpatrick, Collamer, Wade, and Grimes.
To Audil and Control the Conlingent Expenses of lhe
Senate—Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee, chairman ; Messrs. Dix-
on and Powell.
On Printing—Mr. Fitch, chairman ; Mr. Cameron,
On Engrossed Buls—Mr. Bigler, chairman ; Mr. Harlan,
On Enrolled Buls—Mr. Brown, chairman ; Messrs. Doo-
little and Grimes.
On the Library—Mr. Pearce, chairman; Messrs. Bayard
and Fessenden,
On motion by Mr. Mallory, a resolution was adopted
directing the Secretary of War to inform the Senate
whether Sharpe’s rifle carbine is employed in arming the
mounted troops of the United States army, and, if so,
whether it has been found efficient and serviceable in the
field ; also, whether there are requisitions on file at the
War Department for Sharpe’s arms for service in the
field which have not been filled, and, if so, state when
and by whom made, and the reason why they have not
been filled.

On motion of Mr. Gwin, the Senate proceeded to the
consideration of executive business. After some time
the doors were reopened.

Mr. Seward submitted the following resolution for
consideration.

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to com-
municate to the Senate, if not incompatible with the public
interests, and at his earliest convenience, copies of any and
a]l contracts which may have been entered into for the pur-
pose of removing the obstructions to commerce existing, or
which have existed, at the mouths of the Mississippi river,
with the amount of money already expended for that object,
and to whom paid, also, the reports of the persons entrust-
ed with the disbursements of appropriations recently made,
of §330,000 : whether any applications have been made for
the immediate disposal of the unexpended balance, and
what measures have been taken for the rescue of the prop-
erty now jeopardized at that point. )

On motion the Senate adjourned until Monday next
at twelve o’clock.

The Mustang Liniment cures Rheumatism ;
The Mustang Liniment cures Stiff Joinls ;
The Mustang Liniment cures Burns and Wounds ;
The Mustang Linimenl cures Sores and Ulcers ;
The Muslang Liniment cures Caked Breasts and Sore
Nipples ;
The Mustang Liniment cures Neuralgia ;
The Mustang Liniment cures Corns and Warts ;
The Mustang Linimend 18 worth
1,000,000 DOLLARS PER ANNUM
To the United States, as the preserver and restorer of valua-
ble Horses and Cattle. It cures all Sprains, Galds, Wounds,
Stiff Joints, &e. i

Will you answer the question? Did you ever hear of any

Y | ordinary Bore, Swelling, Sprain or Stiffness, either on man

or beast, which the Mustang Liniment would not cure? Did
you ever visit any respectable Druggist in any part of the
world—in Eorope, Asia or America—who did not say * it
was the greatest discovery of the age?”” Seld everywhere.
Every family should have it ; {hree sizes.

BARNES & PARK, Proprietors, New York.
Jan. 7, 1859. 19-Im

LYON'S HAGNETIC POWDER AND PILLS.

— =
It was discovered by Mr. E. Lyon, a ;
Asia, and has been patronized by all ;:a::h,g':,’::t iy
and colleges. Reference can be made wherever the “:;n 4
has been tried. It is free from poison, snd harmier.
mankind and domestic animals, Many worthless imitati =
are advertised. Be sure it bears the name of E. Lyox onns
member— b

'Tis Lyon's Powder kills insec

WhileyLyon’n Pills are mixed ‘t:tl:.:st:i:g,mjce
Sample Flasks, 25 cts.; regular sizes, 50 cts, and ;f

BARNES & PARK, New yor;

Jan. 7, 18590—19-1m. d

l.l P‘ P'
PARK'S PRICKLY PLASTERS.

They soothe pain; they protect the chest; they extry.
the cosgulated impurities and soreness from the sygy,.
they impart strength ; they are divided in sections, ung i
to the motion of the body; they are porous; sall impure .
cretions pass off, and they cannot become offensive, hence
are freely worn ten times longer than any other plaste, , |
are cheaper at 25 cents than others at 10. Wi, g,
Plaslers are, pain cannot exisl. Weak persons publi
speakers, delicate females, or any affected with sjge (._;:9‘_‘,1
or back pains, should try them. You will then kyqy what
they are. They are & new feature in the science of peg,.
cine. All Druggists have them. Take no other,
Plaster bears a Medallion Stamp and our Signature.
BARNES & PARK, 18 & 15 Park Row, N, v
JOHN D. PARK, Cincinnati, Ohio,
Jan, 7, 1859—19-3m.

]':a( I

——

HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE COMPY,

HARTFORD, CONN.

INcorRPORATED A. D. 1810........... . CHARTER Prregrey,
Authorised Capltal,.. .. ... .................. $1,000,00
Capltal Pald Inge.........0oovviniiiiinnnnn... 500,000
U TR R R e e 300,00¢

ASSETS JANUARY 1, 1859,

Cash on hand and in gl N YRSl Sy Remm—" $13.455 1
Cash in hand of Agents and in transit,............ 54,827 oy
Real Estate unencumbered, (cash vniue,) ........ 15.000 (x
Bills Receivable, amply secured,................. To,004
2,404 Shares Bank Stock in Hartford,...... ..... 230,413
2,200 &S ¢ HoNew Yorky ...oone-s 197,750 o)
10 ¢ & A T R e T4,620 )
100 Shares Bank of the State of Missouri,...... 10.000 i
State and City Bonds, 6 percents,............... T4.245 W)
Rail Road 8tocks,..............ooiiviniiiinn. ... 16,250 ()
United States’ Treasury Notes,................ - 14,035 o
503,760 &
DIRECTORS.
H. HusTiNGTON, CHARLES BosSWELL, JoB ALLyy,

ALBERT Day,

Hexry KENEY, JouxN I, Brack,
JAMES GOODWIN,

Cavvin Day, CHarLES J, Riss.

H. HunTisaroN, President,

Tmao. C. ALLYN, Secrctméey.

C. C, LyMax, Assistanl Secrelary,
W, N. Bowers, Acluary.

This old and reliable Company, established for negly
FirTy YEARS, continues to Insure against Loss or Damagy
by Fire on Dwelliaifs, Forniture, Warehouses, Stores, Mer.
chandise, Mills, Manufactories, and most other kinds f
property, on its usual satisfactory terms.

Particular attention given to insuring Farm Property, con
sinting of Dwellings, Barns and Out-Buildings connected,
and Fuarniture, Live Stock, Hay, Grain, Farming Utensils,
&c., &c., contained in the same, for a term of three or fiye
vears at [ow rates of premium.

_Apslicminns for Insurance may be made to the under
signed,the duly authorised Agent for Wilmington and vicinity,

_Losses equitably adjusted at this Agency, and paid imm:.
diately, upon satisfactory proofs, in funds current v i
cities of New York or Boslon. as the assured may prefer,

o H. R. BAVAGE, Agent,

Wilmington, N. C., Feb. 19, 1859.—141-26-1y*

JOHN GRAY,

(Late TAGGART & GRA),
DEALER IN

WOODEN WARE AND BROONS,

Nos, 153 Fulton, and 202 Front Sts,,
NEW YORK,
Where he has constantly on hand, and offers for sule
PAINTED PAILS, BROOMS, BRUSHES, MATS
TWINES, CORDAGE,
CEDAR TUBS, PAILS, PIGGINS, COOLERS, CHURNS
WILLOW CRADLES, WAGONS, CHAIRS & BASKETS,
Jan. 18, 1859.—113&21-3m.

NOTICE.

N CONSEQUENCE of the death of Jonx Hatumaway,

Senior Partner of HATHAWAY & CO., that finm wa-
dissolved on the 6th inst.

The undersigned, surviving partners, will continue the
business on their own account, under the same name and
style of firm as heretofore.

JAMES L. HATHAWAY.

WM. R. UTLEY.
Wilmington, N. C., 14th Feb., 1859.

ROYAL HAVANA LOTTERY.
‘HE NEXT ORDINARY DRAWING OF THE ROYAL
l_ Havana Lottery, conducted by the Bpanish Government,
ander the supérvision of the Captain General of Cuba, wil
take place at HAVANA, on

THURSDAY, March 24th, 1859.
$324.000.

SORTEO NUMERO 614 ORDINARIO.
CAPITAL PRIZE_§100,000!

IPrineiof. . . viv e $100,000| 6 Prizeaof......... $2,000
L% Rasviuais S0,0000 A " RET e 1,06
U S OO 30,000 82 Y e Ll
R e 150001148 SV Ligeaaens W
I S s 10,000 | 20 Approximations... 8.500

Jour Approximations to the $100,000 of $600 each; 4 df
$400 to $50,000; 4 of $400to $30,000; 4 of $400 to #1500,
{ of $400 to $10,000.

Whole Tickets §20 ; Halves §10 ; Quarters §0.

Prizes cashed at sight at 5 per cent. discount.
Bills on all solvent i’»ankn taken at par.
A drawing will be forwarded as soon as the result becomes
Enown.
#%~ All orders for Schemes or Tickets to be addressed it
# DON RODRIGUEZ, care of City Post, Charleston, 5. (.
February 15th, 1858, 179%32-1y

WILMINGTON BRASS AND TRON FOUNDRY AND
MACHINE SHOP,
FRONT STREE1, BELOW MARKET. _

HE SUBSCRIBER is prepared to farnish BRASS A0/

T IRON CASTIN Gbp g) TEAM ENGINES, MILL

WORK AND MACHINERY of all kinds.

Old Machinery overhauled and repaired. _

Will make to order Patterns, Ornamenta! an. Architec

taral, and supply Drafts for all kind of Mach mery.

All work warranted as represented.

& Cash paid for old Copper, Brass and Iron. _

TERMS—Cash on delivery. JOHN C. B}}ILH\.
ropTeon.

Wilmington, June 24, 1858 246-1y—43-1y

CORN AFLOAT.

1 8 "9 BUSHELS PRIME WHITE CORN, alit.
o 9 Cargo Schr. ** Jas Buchanan.” For sale by
March 1. WILLARD & CURTIS

MOLASSES,
in hhds.;
:‘ blils.;

U‘?A MOLAE‘%SES,
N. 0.
by

March 2, 1859,

41

29

Always on hand, For s
WILLARD & CURTIS

SR

JUST RECEIVED,
BAGS RIO COFFEE;
20 boxes assorted Candy ;
6 doz, large size Bed Cords ;

- I HeavgeBrooms;
40 bbls. and ba.sa Flour;
140 doz. Eggs, N. C. Bacon, and Tobacco. For =
cheap by 0. KELLEY.

March 3d, 1859.

SUGAR! SUGARI!!
= () BBLS. YELLOW COF"{"EE SUGAR;
L1 H “

O -
25 ¢ CRUSHED = -
20 hhds. Handsome N. 0. 6
For sale by

WILLARD & CURTI®
March 2, 1859. )
CRACKERS _CRACHERS.
.20 BBLS. BUGAR CRACKERS;
20 i i [0 m
10 ** Soda Biscuit;
25 boxes "

March 2d
BAGS SHOT, all sizes ;

200 500 1bs. Bar Lead. Forsaleb
Feb. 21st Z

Just received and for sale
T. H. McKOY & (U

SHOT AND BAR LEAD.

O H. GREENE.

PERUVIAN GUANO, . e
'lO TONS NO. 1 PERUVIAN GUANO, just rett =

per Schr. Emily. For sale from wharf, 0 1'-.’""
suit, by W. H. McRARY & LU
Feb. 28th

J. M. ROBINSON'S
ACKERS, PULLERS AND DIPPERS.

Strainers, No. 80 and 90. For sale by "N
March 1st | J. M. ROBINSON & 30%

Fine Res"

NEW BOOKS

ROM THE PROTESTANT EPISCO
House : Last Day of the Week ; First
The Week Completed ; Shadows of the Cross; The !
Hills ; Fall of Breesus ; Luke 0ld Man's Bowe | o/, )
Messenger ; Helen Morton's Trial ; Timid Lucy; 28",
Pray ; The Little Episcopalian ; Bessey Melville | 'fLﬁr-Lt p
Mountain ; The Journey Home ; Little Dora ; Lile 01
White ; Life of Bishop Griswold ; Wings and E_l'dﬂﬁ‘;-“'i__.h,__é
Bishop Chase ; Life of Bishop Seabury; Life > (Charie
Hobert ; Life of Bishop Moore ; Sunday at Oatlands: Life ¢!
Hope ; Life of in; Life of hORDeh"“‘ . Rolf
Gadsden ; e of Bishop Heber ; Giant Killer: 0

Walter B

0
Pmﬂgéwaofﬁu. Herb“';“mi]ﬂ]&m;r‘ or Sef
ning ; Claremont Tales; Story of o ; Flora 0%
o 'rne'u:’ nhs?;ﬁ'll: Heroism ; Missg’

~ ‘\'.

PAL PUBLISHI
\\ W

Day of the b _:mr-'

-y s ; ft; Life of Bishop V27
For the Destruotion of all kinds of @arden Tnsects, Anls, | wrught ~ Lo of Bickop ¢ &iﬁ'ﬁ& “‘;}gfi#’fél&’?m
Bﬂ»m - Roaches, !'iah. Fleas, Moths, Rals and Iu.lfo of Bish Hm“hﬁﬁg? lf': l %‘}ﬁﬂ,‘,’]ﬁﬂ;‘.
- What grester trouble, inau our of esse, .| Eyerind Prayers for Family Worship ; Duiy Steps To1
gnawing rats, bed- and fleas. s ot ;%ﬂ:ﬁ-

Gardens can be preserved and houses rid of these pests.— ! March 4th New Boo




